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o f t h e J o u r n a l .

S PEAKER BARRETT: Se na t o r Ho w ar d L a mb , p l ea s e .

SENATOR LAMB: Y es, Mr. President, thank you. Members, this is
an amendment to the budget bill which really was my bill, 1 192,
which failed to get out of the Approoriations Committee but it,
out-and-out, provides $150,000 to subsidize a bu s route alo ng
northern Nebraska, f rom Nor folk to Chad ron. The b i l l wa s
co-sponsored by Senator Scofield, Senator Di erks a n d mys e lf.
Thzs bu s rout e i s th r ea tened fro m N or folk west, Norfolk to
Chadron and on up to Rapid City, South Dakota because they are
losing money o n that part of the route, and this is an attempt
to keep that bus going temporarily for one year. There was
$220, 000 of fe deral mon ey, it was a demon stration g rant,
provided by the federal g overnment last year and this money h a s
been used to kee p the bus going for this current year. There
was $40,000 of that $220,000 was spent on a study of th e rou te
and what could be done about it. Now at this point, the Roads
Department and the people in the area are hopeful that they can
next year get some federal funding to keep the bus route going.
This bus serves primarily the aging people, the infirmed, those
that no lon ger drive, a n d those people who do not have cars.
They are more the part of the population that really has trouble
getting around, particularly in rural areas. Now I visited with
almost all of you abo >t this proposal in the last few days. Now
c urrently on your desks, you have a chart. It says Table 2. I t
has a lot of numbers on it and this shows what the subsidies are
for the various bus routes in the state, mostly within the towns
and cities of the state. T here is a million dollars t ha t goe s
for the sub sidizing...of state money that goes for subsidizing
buses, bu s route s at th e p re sent t ime . N ow sub sidizing
transportation i s not new . Subsi dizing it in rural areas is
somewhat new. Hell, that is what I am asking. Currently, the
million dollars is distributed as indicated on this chart. You
s tart at the top, $4,900 for South Si oux City , $470,859 f o r
Omaha, $ 1 35,000 f or Linc o ln, $ B , OOO for Fremont, on down the
l ist, and the total is a million dollars. Now that mo ney doe s
come ou t of the Highway Trust Fund. I am not asking that this
$150,000 come out of the Highway Trust Fund, b ecause if it d oes

come out of there , th e n som ebody su ffers. Some body would
get . ..some city, some county, some road would be short that much
money. So I am asking that this money come out of th e Gen eral
Fund for o ne year to subsidize this bus route across northern
Nebraska. If there are questions about this proposal, I wou ld
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